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The article examines the issue of the migration of the Muslim population from the regions of North Africa, the Middle
East and Central Asia to the European Union. Muslim migration occurs in waves depending on the economic, political
and social conditions of the countries of origin. After the First World War, and the partition of the Ottoman Empire between
France and Great Britain, based on the Sykes-Picot Agreement, the Arab population of the Levant and Mesopotamia was
artificially divided. This led to the division of peoples professing Islam, having an identical culture, speaking Arabic, which
laid the foundation for future conflicts in the Middle East. Also, the European colonization of the Middle East region at the
beginning of the 20th century left a psychological mark on the Arab people, that they were conquered and plundered by
the European Christian civilization. The article is aimed at demonstrating the fact that the migration flows of Muslims, in
the period after the Second World War, began to form enclaves of the Islamic world in Europe, which gradually expand
their controlled territory in European cities. The first wave of Muslim migrants to Europe occurred in the fifties, after a labor
agreement between the Federal Republic of Germany and the Republic of Turkey. Europe lay in ruins after the Second
World War, and European countries needed cheap labor. Identical agreements were concluded between France, Belgium,
Holland and the Arab countries of North Africa. The second wave of Muslim migration to Europe occurred in 2011, during
the Libyan Civil War and the Arab Spring. The third wave occurred in 2015, which was called the European Migration Crisis.
The fourth wave of Muslim migration to Europe occurred in 2021, after the withdrawal of NATO troops from Afghanistan.
The fourth migration crisis was used by the President of Belarus Alexander Lukashenko as a mechanism for pressure on
the countries of the European Union, primarily on Poland and the Baltic states. The Muslim migration flows pose a direct
threat to the national security of both individual European countries and the entire European Union as a whole. The study
was conducted using the system analysis method, which showed that Islamic migration to the countries of the European
Union poses a threat to national security for European civilization, both at the moment and in the near future.
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VY cTaTTi po3mIsAaEThCs MUTAHHS Mirpallii MyCyTbMaHCHKOTO HACEIeHHS 3 periOHiB [MiBHiuyHOT AQpuKH,
bnuspkoro Cxony Ta L[eHTpaJILHm A3ii o €BponeHCLKOro COI03y MycynpMaHCBKa Mirpairisi BiiOyBaeTbcs
XBWJISIMU B 3JIE)KHOCTI BiJl EKOHOMIYHUX, MOJITHYHUX 1 COI[ialbHUX YMOB Kpain moxomkenHs. [licis Ilep-
11oi cBiToBoi BifiHM Ta noairy OcMancekoi imnepii Mixk @panuieto Ta BenukoOpuTaHiero Ha OCHOBI yronu
Caiikca-Iliko apabceke HacenenHsa JleBanty ta Mecomoramii Oyno mTy4Ho posniiene. Lle mpuzseno o
TIOTTY HApOIiB, K CIIOBIYIOTH icJIaM, IO MAOTh IICHTUIHY KYJIBTYPY, PO3MOBIISIOTH apabChKO0 MOBOIO,
IO 3aKJIajJi0 OCHOBY JUIsl MaiOyTHiX koHGuikTiB Ha bau3pkomy Cxoni. Takoxx eBporelichbka KOJMOHi3alis
Brmuzpkoro Cxony Ha moyarky XX CTONITTS 3aJIMIIAIIA TICHXOJIOTIYHHUH CITil Ha apaOChbKOMY Hapoi, o BiH
OyB 3aBOli0OBaHMUH i MOrpabOBaHU €BPOIIEHCHKOI0 XPUCTHSHCHKOIO IIUBLITI3AII€I0.

CraTTs NOKJIMKaHa POJICMOHCTPYBATU TOM (haKT, 10 MIrpalliiiHi IOTOKH MyCyJbMaH y nepiof micis Jpy-
TOi CBITOBOI BiffHHM TOYaJIM YTBOPIOBATH B €BPOIIi aHKJIABH 1CIAMCHKOTO CBITY, SIKi ITOCTYIIOBO PO3IIAPIOBAIIN
KOHTPOJIbOBaHY iM TEPHUTOPiI0 B €Bponerchkux MicTax. [lepmia XBUIsS MirpaHTiB-MycyiabMaH 10 €BpOIU
BUHUKJIA B M'ATICCATHX POKaX Iicisl YKIAAEHHS TpyaoBoi yromu Mixk deneparuBHoro Pecryomikoro Himeu-
yuHa Ta Pecmy6mikoto Typeuunna. Ilicisa Jpyroi cBiToBOI BiliHM €Bpora nexana B pyiHax, a €BpONeHChKAM
KpaiHaMm Oyna moTpiOHa JemeBa podoua cuia. IneHTnyHi yroam Oynm yknaaeHi Mixk @panumiero, benbrieto,
lomnanmiero Ta apabcpkumu kpainamu IliBHiuHOT Adpukn. [pyra xBung mirpamii MmycyinpMmaH 1o €Bponu
BigOynacs B 2011 poui, mix yac rpomanasHcbkoi BiliHH B JIiBii Ta apaOchkoi BecHu. TpeTs XBuisl BigOymacs
B 2015 pori, sika oTprMaia Ha3By €Bporneiicbka MirpamiifHa kpu3a. YeTBepra XBWIA Mirpamii MyCylIbMaH J0
€Bponu cranacs B 2021 poui micns BusenenHs Biickk HATO 3 Adranicrany. UerBepra mirpauiiiHa Kpusa
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Oyia BUKopHcTaHa npe3uaeHToM binopyci Onekcanapom JIykaleHKo siK MexaHi3M TUCKY Ha KpaiHu €Bporieii-
cekoro Coro3y, Hacamriepen Ha [lombiny Ta kpainn barrii.

MycynbMaHCBKi MirpaiiiiHi MOTOKH CTaHOBJIATH NPsAMY 3arpo3y HalliOHaJIbHIN Oe3Meli sIK OKpEMHX €BPO-
MMeWChKUX KpaiH, Tak i BChoro €Bporneiickkoro Coro3y B IijoMy. JL0oCTiHKEHHS TPOBOIUIOCS METOIOM CHC-
TEMHOTO0 aHaJli3y, KM TI0Ka3aB, 10 icaMchKa Mirpais 1o Kpain €Bponeiicbkoro Coro3y cTaHOBUTH 3arpo3y
HaI[IOHAJIBHIM Oe3melli eBponeichkol MUBLTI3aIli SIK Ha TAHUI MOMEHT, Tak 1 B HAHOIMKIOMY MaliOyTHEOMY.

Kurouosi cioBa: icnam, [J11J], apabcrka BecHa, nemorpadis €Bporu, HamioHaIbHa Oe3MeKa.

Introduction. In today's globalized world, migra-
tion has become an integral part of the global process.
It is no exaggeration to say that the modern world is
the result of centuries of movement of human com-
munities. People from different social strata, different
ethnicity, different religions, moved to where their life
could get better, and where the conditions for their
self-realization were more favorable.

Thus, the migration of people to more developed,
prosperous and wealthy countries is a phenomenon
that has a long history. The high mobility of the pop-
ulation in different countries of the world is due to
the widening gap in the standard of living, welfare,
culture, health care and other factors between the
developed and developing countries of the world.
The political stability of the regions is also an impor-
tant factor. For many years, there has been a popula-
tion migration from the troubled south to the peace-
ful north.

Depending on the specific circumstances, migra-
tion can become both a positive impetus for the
development of the economic, scientific and technical
potential of the host state, and have a negative, desta-
bilizing effect.

The Muslim world, especially the Arab East, is an
example of a region with intense migration flows. The
exception is a number of countries with developed
oil-producing economies located on the Arabian Pen-
insula. Residents of the Arab East, due to wars and
a poor socio-economic situation, migrate to countries
with a more developed economic system. Western
Europe has become one of the economic centers that
actively shapes the migration of Muslims. The main
countries in which Muslim migrants are interested
today are Germany, France, Great Britain, Belgium,
Holland, Austria, Switzerland and the Scandinavian
countries.

Most Arab migrants arrive in Europe from the
countries of the Arab Maghreb due to their geograph-
ical proximity to Europe. Also, streams of Arab ref-
ugees go from the Levant and Mesopotamia through
the Turkish corridor. In the summer and fall of 2021,
an air corridor was marked for Afghan refugees after
the fall of Kabul and the rise to power of the Taliban
movement in Afghanistan, as well as Syrian and Iraqi
migrants across the border of Belarus, Lithuania, Lat-
via and Poland.

It is important to note that the processes under con-
sideration are taking place in parallel with the decline
in the birth rate and the aging of the national popu-

lation in almost all European countries. It is obvious
that in the foreseeable future, the current situation
may cause ethnic, religious and social conflicts.

When considering the problem of the presence of
Muslims in Europe at the stage of modern history, it is
necessary to analyze the migration of the population
from Muslim countries in the XX and XXI centuries.
The resettlement of Muslims to the European con-
tinent in modern history is associated with the eco-
nomic development of Western Europe, the collapse
of the colonial system, wars, the search for better
places to live and the spread of Islam.

The article main goal is to study and analyze the
migration flows of Muslims from the Middle East,
North Africa and Central Asia to the European Union,
and the change in the socio-cultural and religious
society in Europe.

Recent literature review. For the study, works of
different political scientists and sociologists where
analyzed, such as Samuel P. Huntington, Desmond
Dinan, Alberto Tagliapietra, James Hampshire, Rich-
ard George Adams, E. Libanova, A. Gaidutskiy,
O. Malinovskiy and etc.

The main research material. The Sykes-Picot
Agreement was concluded in London between May
9-16, 1916 and signed by the British Foreign Secre-
tary Edward Gray and the French Ambassador Jules
Cambon. The name of the treaty is derived from its
authors, British Lieutenant Colonel for Middle East
Affairs M. Sykes and French diplomat F. Georges-Pi-
cot. The purpose of this agreement was the division
of the territory of the Ottoman Empire in the Middle
East after the termination of its existence following
the First World War. It provided for the transfer to
France of such territories of the Ottoman Empire as
Western Syria, Lebanon, Cilicia, areas of the cities
of Ayntab, Urfa, Mardin, Sivas, Diyarbekir and the
region of Hakkaria. The territories of Transjordan and
Iraq were transferred under the control of Great Brit-
ain. Subsequently, Great Britain demanded a revision
of the agreement, which led to the delimitation of the
mandated territories of the Middle East [1].

Mandate territories in the Middle East, of the vic-
torious countries of the First World War, in fact, rep-
resented a disguised form of colonization of the terri-
tories of the former Ottoman Empire. After the World
War, the League of Nations justified the emergence of
mandated territories by the fact that the population of
these lands was not capable of self-government and
should be placed under external control. The man-
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date of the group of countries "A" consisted of Iraq,
Palestine, Transjordan, Syria and Lebanon. Formally,
all these countries were organized as states, which in
their attributes had citizenship, administrative appara-
tus, internal legislation, internal politics and relations
with external states [2].

The redistribution of the territories of the Middle
East, which was part of the Ottoman Empire, the cre-
ation of new Arab states and artificial borders, created
a danger for future conflicts between the Arab peoples
who inhabited these lands. The people of the Middle
East were divided by artificial boundaries, ignoring
their ethnic, religious, tribal and ancestral systems.

After the end of World War II, economic recovery
and development began in Europe. Due to the fact that
there were not enough human resources for its res-
toration, Western European countries relied on labor
migrants from Turkey and the countries of the Middle
East and North Africa. This movement of people was
the first wave of migration.

Turkey was one of the countries whose labor
migrants rushed to work, primarily in the Federal
Republic of Germany (FRG). On October 30, 1961,
the Republic of Turkey and the FRG signed an agree-
ment, according to which the latter began to accept
labor migrants from Turkey. The German side opened
its representative office in Istanbul, which represented
the interests of the German Ministry of Labor, through
which German companies could employ Turkish
workers. Despite the fact that the original Turkish
workers were supposed to return to their homeland in
two years, since 1964 they began to stay for a longer
time and over time began to come with their families
and remain in Germany as full-fledged citizens.

The arrival of labor migrants from Turkey to Ger-
many continued until 1973, before the start of the eco-
nomic recession, which occurred in connection with
the oil crisis caused by the Arab-Israeli war. Despite
the termination of the agreement on labor migration
in 1961, the number of the Turkish population in
Germany continued to grow due to the migration of
families of labor migrants and the birth of the new
generation [3].

According to the German statistical company Sta-
tista, there were already 1,461,910 Turks living in
Germany in 2020, representing the second largest eth-
nic group after the ethnic German population (Num-
ber of foreigners in Germany from 2018 to 2020, by
country of origin, 2021).

Most of the ethnic Turks in Germany live in
enclaves in large families, in conditions of strict
adherence to traditional family values, maintaining a
high birth rate, as a rule, from three to five children
in each family, while each German family has from
one to one and a half children. Due to the fact that the
majority of the Turkish population, due to cultural dif-
ferences, is not integrated into the social and political
life of the FRG, their socio-political life is concluded

and develops in the Turkish diaspora. In addition, cul-
tural differences have created the conditions for the
active conversion of the Turkish population to the
Islamic faith through the development of a network of
mosques in their areas of residence. Thus, the Turkish
diaspora is a parallel society in Germany and, in fact,
is not part of the culture of German society [4].

A similar situation with the Turkish population is
observed in other countries of the European Union,
such as Holland, Belgium, France, Austria, Great
Britain, Denmark, etc. In many of these countries, the
Turkish diaspora is the largest ethnic diaspora prac-
ticing Islam.

The migration of Muslims to Europe was based
on two important factors: the colonial past of Euro-
pean countries and the lack of labor in Europe after
the Second World War. France had many colonial
possessions in Arab North Africa. Algeria was one of
the most important colonies. By 1954, the start of the
Algerian War of Independence, France had controlled
the country for 120 years. Over the years, a large stra-
tum of Europeanized, educated Algerians formed in
the country, who were supporters of the French pres-
ence and French culture. Despite this, the majority of
the population lived in poverty, remained illiterate and
led a traditional economy; their lives were strongly
influenced by the Muslim clergy and the leaders of
the Sheikh tribes. A movement called the Algerian
National Liberation Front fought against the French
colonial authorities. After a long and bloody war of
independence, in 1962, the French colonists left Alge-
ria. Algerians who collaborated with the colonial
administration, as well as the Algerian intelligentsia,
military personnel and police, also moved to France.
With the coming to power of the National Liberation
Front movement, terror against the French popula-
tion began in the country. The country's catastrophic
shortage of educated people and terror led the coun-
try to economic decline. This served as a condition
for the mass departure of the ethnic population from
the country. According to some estimates, the num-
ber of Algerian emigrants abroad reaches 7 million,
of whom 4 million live in France. An important detail
should be noted: during the independence of Algeria,
Algerians and their descendants moved to France,
Spain and other European countries, who at the first
stage supported the proclamation of their country's
independence [5].

It is also worth noting the Muslim emigration to
the UK. Large-scale migration of the Muslim popu-
lation to England also began after the end of World
War II. As a result of devastation and labor shortages,
England began inviting migrant workers from former
British colonies such as India, Pakistan, Yemen and
other former overseas territories of the British Empire.

In 1962, the Commonwealth Immigrants Act was
passed, which entailed severe restrictions on the entry
of Commonwealth citizens into the UK. Entry was
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allowed only for the category of people who had a
work permit [6].

By 1970, there were already 400,000 Muslims,
men, women and children in England who arrived in
England before the 1962 Commonwealth Immigrants
Act came into force. They settled in large industrial
areas such as the East Midlands, London, and North-
ern England.

In the eighties, as a result of civil wars and politi-
cal persecution, residents of Algeria, Libya, Somalia,
Iran, Iraq, Afghanistan and Bosnia began to migrate to
England as asylum seekers and refugees [7].

As in the case of France and Great Britain, Muslims
began to arrive in Belgium. The country also needed
a manpower to rebuild the economy and extract coal
from the Belgian coal mines. Belgium signed bilat-
eral relations on labor migrants with Morocco and
Turkey in 1964, Tunisia in 1969 and Algeria in 1970.
Thus, the first signs of a Muslim presence in Belgium
began in the context of economic development and
were mainly the result of a large wave of immigrants
arriving in the country.

Despite the fact that the Belgian authorities
announced an end to the wave of migration in 1974,
the flow of immigration continued to be stable and the
number of Muslims increased. The Belgian govern-
ment expected that the stay of labor migrants would
be short-term and after accumulating sufficient funds,
they would return to their homeland. However, con-
trary to this expectation, family members of Muslim
labor migrants began to move to Belgium and found
their own enclaves and diasporas.

The bulk of the migrants were Moroccans, who
were more comfortable living in a Francophone
country [8].

The main incentive for the migration of Muslims
to Europe during the first wave was the economic
component. The main factors attracting Muslim labor
migrants to European countries are the following:

e acceptable policy towards Muslim migrants in
host countries;

e good economic opportunities of the host country;

e a high degree of tolerance towards Muslim
migrants on the part of the local population at the ini-
tial stage of resettlement [9, c. 103 — 140].

The Muslim migrants of the first wave of resettle-
ment to Western Europe developed a certain logic. In
particular, the host country does not obstruct resettle-
ment; the resettlement process itself presents no seri-
ous difficulties; the host country provides the migrant
with work, housing and benefits, allows the family to
be transferred, there is no discrimination based on eth-
nicity and religion; there are no obstacles to the con-
struction of mosques and the creation of a diaspora;
economic and political security creates comfortable
conditions for creating and running a private business.

The first wave of migration of Muslims to the coun-
tries of Western Europe, which is almost 70 years old,

created a diaspora, formed separate regions (enclaves)
of their compact residence and established massive
small and medium-sized businesses [10, c. 195 —200].

In late 2010, Mohammed Bouazizi, a Tunisian
street vegetable vendor, committed an act of self-im-
molation in protest against police and state tyranny.
This event triggered a series of revolutions and coups
d'état, called the Arab Spring. Revolutions, coups
d'états, protests and acts of disobedience have been
reported in almost all Arab countries. At the heart of
these events were unresolved political and economic
problems. These include the reluctance of the rul-
ing circles of these countries to carry out democratic
reforms, ignorance of basic human rights, social
injustice, large-scale bureaucratic corruption, and the
lack of prospects for young people with higher edu-
cation. The economic downturn led to rising prices
for food and essential goods, massive unemployment
and poverty. Demographic factors associated with an
increase in the population in Arab countries and the
marginalization of part of society outside of large cit-
ies also played an important role in this process [11].

The second significant wave of Muslim migrants
occurred in 2011. During the Arab Spring, a civil
war broke out in Libya between supporters of the
country's leader, Colonel Muammar Gaddafi, and the
armed opposition. The result was the assassination of
Colonel Gaddafi by rebel forces and the end of the
existence of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya in the world
political arena. The civil war in Libya provoked a
humanitarian crisis and large numbers of refugees. It
is important to note that before the outbreak of the
civil war, Libya was a target for labor migration from
other African countries. A developed resource-based
economy and a high standard of living attracted labor
migrants from black Africa.

Also, for a long time Libya was a migration corri-
dor for African people who sought to get to Europe.
They sailed on boats to the Italian island of Lampe-
dusa, hoping to get to Italy. In 2005, 15 527 people
arrived on the island, in 2006 — 18 047,2007 — 11 749,
2008 — 31 252. In 2009, the number of African and
Arab migrants felt sharply due to the agreement
between the government of Italy and Libya, and
amounted to 2 947 people, and in 2010 — 459. After
that, it seemed that the problem was solved, and the
centers for the reception of refugees on the Italian
island ceased to operate.

In 2011, in connection with the coup d'état in Tuni-
sia and the civil war in Libya, refugees began to arrive
again on the island of Lampedusa. First, the citizens
of Tunisia began to arrive, who fled from their country
to neighboring Libya, and then to the Italian island.
These were mainly women and children; then, they
were replaced by Libyan refugees.

By September 21, 2011, 55,298 people had already
arrived on the Italian island, of which 27,315 were
from Tunisia, 27,983 from Libya, the rest of the ref-
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ugees were representatives of Nigeria, Ghana, Mali
and Cote d'Ivoire [12].

During a military operation by NATO and their
Arab allies to force the Libyan government to cease-
fire, Colonel Gaddafi threatened the European Union
to use the waves of migration of Africans who were in
Libya as a hybrid weapon against European countries.
On March 5, 2011, Colonel Gaddafi said in his inter-
view to the French newspaper Le Journal du Diman-
che: “I want to be understood: if we are threatened, if
we are destabilized, we will take advantage of immi-
gration. Thousands of people will invade Europe from
Libya. And there will be no one to stop them. Osama
bin Laden will come to North Africa with his armed
groups. On the breed of Europe there will be Osama
bin Laden.” Further in the same interview, Colonel
Gaddafi says the following: “This is reality! In the cur-
rent political vacuum in Tunisia and Egypt, Islamists
can come to power. An Islamic jihad awaits Europe.
There will be attacks on the 6th US fleet and on Euro-
pean ships in the Mediterranean. 50 kilometers from
the borders of the European Union will be piracy. Bin
Laden's people will wage jihad on land and at sea.
Kill, rob and capture people with a demand for ran-
som. We will return to the time of Barbarossa pirates,
the Ottomans who demanded ransom for ships. These
will indeed be a global crisis and disaster for all” [13].

It should be emphasized that the European Parlia-
ment was well aware of Colonel Gaddafi's plans to
use thousands of Arab and African migrants to create
a crisis in the European Union, as noted in the report
No. E-002902/2011, dated 25.03.2011 for European
parliamentarians [14].

Also, in his radio address to the Libyan people and
addressed to the European leaders, Colonel Gaddafi
said that: "... the wonderful Libyan people” will attack
"houses, offices and entire families" in Europe and,
especially, in France, Great Britain and Italy ... The
colonel also declared European officials, civilians,
and urban infrastructure in European countries "legit-
imate targets of war” [15].

Summing up the process of the second migration
wave of Muslims to Europe, it should be noted that
even before the start of the civil war in Libya, there
was a migration corridor through this country. For
many years, this territory has accumulated African
labor migrants and refugees fleeing civil wars in their
countries. The coup d'état in Tunisia and the civil war
in Libya created, in fact, an army of Arab refugees
from these countries.

President Gaddafi had comprehensive information
about the number of refugees in his country; their eth-
nicity with Arabs and Africans professing Islam; that
among these refugees there are many representatives
of various jihadist movements who at any time are
ready to take advantage of the unstable situation in
the regions of North Africa in order to seize power or,
under the guise of refugees, will try to penetrate the
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European continent in order to continue the religious
war in the countries of the European Union.

After the death of Colonel Gaddafi, Libya plunged
even more into civil war. The Libyan migration corri-
dor continued to operate, which leads to even greater
flows of illegal migrants from Equatorial and North
Africa striving on various floating facilities, with the
assistance of smugglers, to enter the European Union.

The Arab Spring also affected the Syrian Arab
Republic. The country plunged into a long bloody
civil war. In 2014, the Islamic State of Iraq and the
Levant (ISIS) began to take an active role in the con-
flict, which in a short time was able to capture vast
territories of Syria and neighboring Iraq. The war,
destruction, poverty and brutality of Islamic militants
have led to the emergence of large numbers of refu-
gees in the territory of neighboring states with Syria,
such as Turkey, Jordan and Lebanon.

In 2015, Europe was marked by a manifold
increase in the flow of migrants and refugees from the
Middle East and Africa. This migration flow for the
countries of the European Union has become a seri-
ous civil problem, which the European Commission
has recognized as the biggest crisis since the Second
World War.

The size and simultaneous nature of the crisis
caused a mixed reaction in the world. On the one
hand, the migration crisis is seen as the beginning of
the end of European civilization, on the other hand,
the current situation has shown the ineffectiveness of
European institutions and organizational structures
in regulating migration flows, which symbolized the
failure of European migration policy.

The 2015 migration crisis was the result of a num-
ber of related factors, which include the global eco-
nomic crisis, social inequality, the aftermath of mili-
tary conflicts and civil wars, and the destabilization of
Arab countries.

One of the features of the 2015 migration crisis
is the diverse ethnic and national composition of the
refugees, consisting of Syrians, Egyptians, Libyans,
Nigerians, Afghans, Pakistanis and other people. Most
of them, initially, were aimed at obtaining the wealth
that the inhabitants of Western Europe, primarily Ger-
many and France, possessed. This indicates that the
migrants of the third wave were well informed about
the standard of living in these countries, the quality of
economic and social support for the population liv-
ing in these territories. Unlike the first two migration
waves, the migrants of 2015 fled from their countries
not so much from poverty and war as they acted pur-
posefully, using information from the Internet and
organizing propaganda of national diasporas in West-
ern Europe.

Kapitsa L.M. believes that refugees and migrants
from poor countries of the Middle East, Central and
North Africa, and Central Asia, moving to the coun-
tries of Western Europe, are trying to get the benefits
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created by the labor of Europeans, without making
efforts to create them. Further, these people, receiv-
ing European benefits, reject European values, and
try to establish their own life principles, creating and
expanding their own cultural and national structures
(national enclaves) in European cities [16].

In the formed situation in 2015, which in our
study we designated as the third Muslim migration
wave, two important factors must be distinguished.
The first is information manipulation that accompa-
nied the migration crisis. In particular, the famous
incident that took place on September 2, 2015 on the
Mediterranean coast, not far from the Turkish city of
Bodrum, where a drowned Kurdish boy from Syria,
Ailan Kurdi, aged four, was found. His photograph
was circulated by all the world's media and radically
changed the attitude of Europeans towards refugees.
Even British Prime Minister David Cameron said
that as a father, he is very emotionally hurt by this
photo. Thus, this informational propaganda created an
emotional background among the Europeans, which
formed public opinion for the admission of migrants
to the countries of Western Europe [17].

The second factor of the European migration crisis
is associated with Turkish President Recep Erdogan,
who used the migration flows of Muslims in 2015 as a
manipulative tool in order to put pressure on the Euro-
pean Union, after which an agreement was signed
between the European Union and Turkey at the end of
the year, according to which Turkey received from the
EU § 3 billion in exchange for stopping the migration
flow of Muslims to Europe [18].

The year 2021 was marked by two flows of Mus-
lim refugees to the European Union. The first flow was
associated with the withdrawal of the NATO coalition
armed forces from Afghanistan, the fall of the Ashraf
Ghani regime, and the rise to power of the Islamic
Taliban movement. The second flow took place on the
Belarusian-Lithuanian, Latvian and Polish borders
during the summer and autumn. Muslim migrants
from countries such as Syria, Iraq and Afghanistan
tried to cross the border with the European Union
in order to reach Germany. In our research, we have
combined these two flows into one called the fourth
wave of Muslim migrants.

During the withdrawal of US and NATO troops
from Afghanistan and the fall of the regime of Presi-
dent Ashraf Ghani, the mass exodus of Afghans from
their country began. First of all, the country was left
by citizens who collaborated with the American and
European occupation forces, and the local administra-
tion, in addition, there were many people who feared
terror from the Taliban. For several weeks, the United
States and the EU carried out air evacuation of cit-
izens of their countries and the host country. Some
of the residents fled to neighboring Iran and Pakistan.

On August 15, 2021, power in Kabul was taken by
Taliban. On August 31, the ministers of the interior of

the member states of the European Union made a joint
statement regarding the admission of Afghan refu-
gees. At the same time, there were fears of a repeat,
uncontrolled flow of Muslim refugees, as it happened
in 2015 [19].

On October 7, 2021, the European Commissioner
for Internal Affairs Ilva Johansson, in her speech,
stated that already 300 thousand Afghans have a resi-
dence permit in European countries.

After the fall of Kabul, EU countries evacuated
22,000 Afghans to Europe. The European Commis-
sioner noted that the European Union should con-
tinue to help Afghan refugees in providing asylum,
primarily human rights defenders, journalists and
women. She also said that Afghan refugees should
be integrated into the 300 thousand Afghan Euro-
pean diaspora.

On December 13, 2021, the European Commis-
sioner for Internal Affairs announced that 15 EU
member states have agreed to host 60,000 Afghan
refugees. The European Union has taken full respon-
sibility for their evacuation and placement so that: "So
that's 60,000 people in need of protection who won't
pay a fortune to smugglers, won't end up on a rubber
boat on the Mediterranean, suffocating in an air-tight
van or freezing in a deadly cold forest at the Eastern
EU border, tricked and trapped by Lukashenko" [20].

Thus, we can conclude that the leaders of the Euro-
pean Union by their actions contribute to the creation
of a Muslim diaspora in the EU member states.

In parallel with the flow of Afghan refugees in
June 2021, another wave of Muslim migrants went to
the countries of the European Union, across the bor-
der of the Republic of Belarus, which borders Poland,
Lithuania and Latvia. Most of the migrants were from
Iraq, Afghanistan and Syria, who arrived in Belarus
by flights from their countries or with a transfer in
Turkey. From Minsk, the capital of Belarus, they took
buses to the Polish, Lithuanian and Latvian borders,
and tried to cross them illegally.

Lithuanian Foreign Minister Gabrielus Landsber-
gis said that Belarus uses illegal migrants as a political
weapon not only against some members of the union,
but also against the European Union as a whole [21].

It is important to note that the Belarusian President
Alexander Lukashenko, who was after the presiden-
tial elections in political and economic isolation, with
the help of organized flows of refugees, managed to
find a lever of influence on the countries of the Euro-
pean Union to start a dialogue. Also, this action was a
provocation, with the aim of showing that the member
states of the European Union are ready to move away
from the principles of the ideology of liberal democ-
racy, in conditions of national security.

Conclusion. After World War II, Europe was in
ruins. The post-war reconstruction and economic
boom required a lot of cheap labor, which was sorely
lacking in connection with the death of millions of

12



PerionanbHi ctyaii, 2022

people. This workforce has become migrants from
Muslim countries invited by the governments of West
Germany, Belgium, Holland and Great Britain. Also,
the process of decolonization that unfolded in the
post-war period led to political and economic insta-
bility in the former colonies, forcing many of their
inhabitants to migrate to the former metropolises. The
first migration war created Muslim diasporas in West-
ern European countries, such as: Turkish in Germany,
Algerian in France, Moroccan in Belgium, Pakistani
in Great Britain. If we characterize the reasons for the
first migration wave of Muslims to the countries of
Western Europe, it should be noted that, first of all,
they were related to economic ones.

The second migration wave of 2011 was associ-
ated with the Arab Spring and the civil war in Libya.
Libyan leader Colonel Gaddafi tried to use African
migrants who had been in his country for many years
and continued to arrive, gradually sending them to
Europe. Despite the fact that Gaddafi and the Libyan
Jamahiriya quickly fell as a result of the Arab Spring
and external military intervention, the precedent with
African and Libyan refugees showed that migrants
can be successfully used as a political weapon against
the countries of the European Union.

The third wave of migration occurred in 2015,
as a result of which Syrian, Iraqi and other refugees
who were in Turkish refugee camps rushed to the
countries of the European Union. The potential for
this migration was significant. The movement of
Muslim migrants to the European Union was heav-
ily covered by the media. For example, photographs
of Aylan Kurdi, a Syrian child of Kurdish origin,
have been featured in many European news out-
lets, provoking a sense of duty among the European
public in rescuing the refugees. The factor of Arab
migration to the countries of the European Union
was used as a lever of manipulation by Turkish
President Recep Erdogan. The leaders of the Euro-
pean Union, by the fall of 2015, entered into a dia-
logue with Turkey on stopping the flow of Muslim
migrants from their territory.

The fourth wave of Islamic migration occurred in
2021 during the withdrawal of US troops and their
NATO allies from Afghanistan. The Afghan popu-
lation, which worked closely with the NATO occu-
pation forces, fearing for their lives and the lives
of their loved ones, fled with the Western coalition.
Many of them have moved to European Union. At the
same time, a migration crisis occurred on the border
between Belarus and Poland, Lithuania and Latvia. On
Belarusian airlines Belavia, Syrians, Iraqis, Afghans,
arriving in Belarus under the guise of tourists, tried
to cross the border with the European Union. Some
have succeeded. Alexander Lukashenko used the ref-
ugee factor as a provocation and an element of hybrid
weapon to discredit the leadership of the European
Union, Poland and the Baltic countries. We combined
these two flows of Muslim refugees in 2021 into one
fourth wave of migration.

After analyzing the migration flows of the XX and
XXI centuries of Muslims to Europe, one can come
to the conclusion that the European Union, to some
extent, has become a hostage to its internal and exter-
nal liberal-democratic policy. Muslim migrants, tak-
ing advantage of the open policy of Brussels, which
for the same reasons cannot apply tough measures
to protect its borders, actively took advantage of the
conditions for settling in the territories of the Euro-
pean Union. In addition, the tactic of Libyan leader
Colonel Gaddafi, Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan and President of the Republic of Belarus
Alexander Lukashenko included the use of Muslim
migrants as an element of a hybrid war against the
European Union.

In the 21st century, in the era of globalization,
migration flows remain and will continue to be used as
an element of destabilization of both individual coun-
tries and state unions. Such actions lead to aggressive
retaliatory measures using violence against migrants
by border forces, pressure on the state budget, popu-
larization of nationalist parties, and conditions for the
emergence of ethnic, religious and cultural conflict in
the future.
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